
Elementary students from kindergarten through sixth 
grade who live in and around the Springfield area are  
invited to create an illustration of a selected poem by 
Vachel Lindsay as part of a celebration of National Poetry 
Month. 

Posters should be created on 12x18 paper. Students can 
use any art supplies to create their illustration. They may 
choose to incorporate text from their poem into their  
illustration, but this is not required. 

Students who enter will be categorized by grade level. 
Those levels are:

• Kindergarten through 1st grade (“The Little Turtle”)

• 2nd through 4th grade (“What the Scarecrow Said”)

• 5th through 6th grade (“A Net to Snare the Moon-
light”)

Contest begins on March 16, 2015 and ends on April 17, 
2015. All entries are subject to contest rules and regula-
tions. All entries must be postmarked by April 17, 2015 
and include the required authorization and release form to 
be eligible. 

Each grade category will have a first, second and third 
place winner. First-, second- and third-place artists in each 
age group will receive a Barnes and Noble gift certificate 
worth $25, $15 and $10, respectively, along with copies of 
poetry books by Vachel Lindsay.

• The Submission must 
be conceived of and 
solely executed by 
the entrant and not 
previously published. 
Submission must not 
infringe the copy-
right, trademark, 
privacy, publicity or 
other intellectual 
property rights of any 
person or entity. 

• The winner of the 
Contest will be 
determined by judg-
ing all the entrants’ 
submissions based on 
the following crite-
ria: originality 60%, 
interpretation of the 
selected Vachel Lind-
say poem 40%. All 
entries will be judged 
using the criteria 
stated above. Final 
judges will be selected 
from the Springfield 
arts and historic sites 

community. 

• All entries become 
the property of the 
Vachel Lindsay As-
sociation and will 
not be returned. 
Winners will be 
required to grant the 
Vachel Lindsay As-
sociation all rights, 
titles and interest in 
the submitted entry. 

• Entries will be 
judged in April 2015 
and the winners will 
be notified no later 
than May 2015. 

• If you have any 
questions about 
the contest, email 
the Vachel Lind-
say Association 
at vachellindsay@
gmail.com. Visit 
vachellindsay.org for 
complete rules and 
regulations.

Vachel Lindsay 
Poetry  
Illustration  
Contest

Sponsored by: 
The Vachel Lindsay Association
P.O. Box 9356
Springfield, IL 62791-9356 

Email vachellindsay@gmail.com for  
complete contest guidelines.

Sharpen Your Color Pencils!



Kindergarten and First Grade 
Vachel Lindsay’s “The Little Turtle” 

There was a little turtle. 
He lived in a box. 
He swam in a puddle. 
He climbed on the rocks. 
 
He snapped at a mosquito. 
He snapped at a flea. 
He snapped at a minnow. 
And he snapped at me. 
 
He caught the mosquito. 
He caught the flea. 
He caught the minnow. 
But he didn't catch me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second, Third and Fourth Grades 
Vachel Lindsay’s “What the Scarecrow Said” 
 
The dim-winged spirits of the night 
Do fear and serve me well. 
They creep from out the hedges of 
The garden where I dwell. 
 
I wave my arms across the walk. 
The troops obey the sign, 
And bring me shimmering shadow-robes 
And cups of cowslip-wine. 
 
Then dig a treasure called the moon, 
A very precious thing, 
And keep it in the air for me 
Because I am a King. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fifth and Sixth Grade 
Vachel Lindsay’s “A Net to Snare the Moonlight” 
 
The dew, the rain and moonlight 
All prove our Father's mind. 
The dew, the rain and moonlight 
Descend to bless mankind. 
 
Come, let us see that all men 
Have land to catch the rain, 
Have grass to snare the spheres of dew, 
And fields spread for the grain. 
 
Yea, we would give to each poor man 
Ripe wheat and poppies red, -  
A peaceful place at evening 
With the stars just overhead: 
 
A net to snare the moonlight, 
A sod spread to the sun, 
A place of toil by daytime, 
Of dreams when toil is done. 
 


