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Lindsay Home doors are CLosed, mostLy 
Alyson Grady, IHPA Superintendent of Historic Sites, answered some ques-
tions about the closure of the Vachel Lindsay Home State Historic Site and 
about IHPA efforts to reopen the site. Help from the VLA membership is 
needed, by contacting legislators, by encouraging friends and family to visit the 
site, by attending special events this spring when the Home will be open to the 
public, and by volunteering at Springfield’s historic sites.

The Vachel Lindsay Home State Historic Site is not completely 
closed. However, we have had to move to a more limited avail-
ability for tours at the Home. With the current staffing level in 
Springfield, once the seasonal employees completed their terms 
of service, it became difficult for us to have a dedicated person 
in the house, hoping that someone will stop by for a tour. At 
this time of year, except for events at the Home, visitation is 
low. By giving people the ability to arrange a tour as well as 
opening the house for planned events, we are trying to provide 
as much accessibility to the Home as possible without stretch-
ing the staff beyond what we are able to do. 

The public may call 217.782.6776 to arrange a tour of the 
Home. We will accommodate all requests as quickly as we are 
able. Also, we are continuing to work with the VLA to plan 
events at the Home, and it will be open for those events.

The budget cuts that hit the Agency this fiscal year have not 
allowed us to fill the numerous staff vacancies in the State His-
toric Sites @ Springfield. Additionally, we have not been able 
to maintain as many seasonal positions as we have in recent 
years. Until additional funding is granted to the Agency and 
the vacancies can be filled, this situation along with the reduced 
hours at the other sites will not improve. While the Agency is 
continuing to work with the members of the General Assembly 
and the Governor’s Office regarding our budget situation, your 
members should feel free to contact their legislators directly 
and let them know how they feel.    

We have two other historic sites, Pierre Menard Home and the 
Carl Sandburg Home, that are similarity affected. For the past 

few years, the Pierre Menard Home has been closed 
for six months of the year. The Carl Sandburg Home 
has also been closed periodically for six months of 
the year. Both sites are open when seasonal staff 
are available. Additionally, the Bishop Hill State 
Historic Site closes some of its buildings during 
this time of year since, without the seasonal staff, 
there are not enough full time staff to operate all 
the buildings due to vacancies at this site as well. In 
Bishop Hill, they also have signs out on the build-
ings that are not open for the public to call for a tour. 

While this is a difficult situation, we are trying to 
continue to provide as much as we can with the 
limited resources available to us. One goal that we 
have for the Vachel Lindsay Home is to grow a more 
robust volunteer program for the Home. While this 
will take staff time and effort to do, if you are inter-
ested in volunteering, please contact 217.782.6776. 



Janice Harrington, this year’s first Poet in the Parlor.
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Poets in the Parlor 
 

Special  events will open the Lindsay Home to the public.

We’re pleased to open the doors of the Vachel Lindsay 
Home State Historic Site for some incredible Illinois 
poets this coming spring: Monica Berlin, Janice Har-
rington, and Simone Muench. All readings will be held 
on Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. 

Janice Harrington, who writes poetry and children’s 
books, will read from her work on February 22, 2015. 
She currently teaches creative writing at the University 
of Illinois Champaign. Her first book of poetry, Even 
the Hollow My Body Made Is Gone (2007), won the A. 
Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize from BOA Editions and the Kate 
Tufts Discovery Award. Her second book of poetry, The 
Hands of Strangers: Poems from the Nursing Home, 
came out in 2011. She is also the winner of a 2007 Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts Literature Fellowship for 
Poetry and a 2009 Rona Jaffe Foundation Writers’ Award 
for emerging women writers. 

On March 8, Monica Berlin and her poetry collaborator, 
Beth Marzoni, will read from their recently published 
book, No Shape Bends the River So Long (Free Verse 
Editions/Parlor Press, 2015). Berlin teaches at Knox 
College in Galesburg, Illinois, where she also serves as 
Associate Director of The Program in Creative Writ-

ing. Marzoni teaches literature and creative writing at 
Viterbo University in La Crosse, Wisconsin, and co-edits 
Pilot Light, a journal of 21st century poetics & criticism. 
Both have published individual and collaborative poems 
widely in national literary journals.

Simone Muench will read from Wolf Centos, her most 
recent book with Sarabande Books, on May 3, 2015. Or-
ange Crush was released by Sarabande in 2010, and her 
collaboration of epistolary poems Disappearing Address, 
co-written with Philip Jenks, was released by BlazeVox 
in 2010. Currently, she is working on a new collaborative 
book of sonnets with University of San Francisco poet 
and professor Dean Rader. Muench received her Ph.D. 
from the University of Illinois Chicago, and she currently 
directs the Writing Program at Lewis University, where 
she is Professor of English and teaches creative writing 
and film studies. She also serves on the advisory board for 
Switchback Books and serves as chief faculty advisor for 
Jet Fuel Review.

The Shelterbelt Creative Writing and Publishing Series returns this spring with four talented 
writers: Sarah Einstein, Natalie Shapero, Stuart Dybek, and Jericho Brown! Readings will take 
place at 7 p.m. on the University of Illinois Springfield campus, and all are free and open to the 
public. UIS Assistant Professor Meagan Cass, who helps coordinate the series, notes, “Shelterbelt 
introduces audiences to contemporary writers from around the country writing from a diverse 
range of perspectives. We invite both established figures with multiple books and talented writ-
ers at the start of their careers.” 

Sarah Einstein, whose reading will be held on January 30 in the Lincoln Residence Hall (LRH) 
Great Room, has been awarded a Pushcart Prize and a Best of the Web and been listed in the 
“Notable Essays” section of Best American Essays. Natalie Shapero will read on February 19, 
also in the LRH Great Room. She is the author of the poetry collection No Object (Saturnalia, 
2013). Award-winning Chicago writer Stuart Dybek will read in the LRH Great Room on March 
6. Dybek is the author of three books of fiction: I Sailed With Magellan, The Coast of Chicago, 
and Childhood and Other Neighborhoods, and two collections of poetry: Streets in Their Own 
Ink and Brass Knuckles. Jericho Brown will close out the Shelterbelt reading schedule on April 
2, presenting his work in Brookens Auditorium. Brown’s first book, Please (New Issues), won the 
American Book Award. 

Shelterbelt is cosponsored by the Vachel Lindsay Association and the English Department of the 
University of Illinois Springfield, and the series is funded in part by a grant from the Springfield 
Area Arts Council, through support from the Illinois Arts Council and the National Endowment 
for the Arts.
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The moon’s a book of fairy-tales
 Writ in a magic tongue,
That tiniest children read untaught
 And even birds have sung.

While Vachel Lindsay may be best known 
for his poetry of performance, he is less 
known for his many poems of fairy and 
whimsy. This collection aims to correct 
that—by bringing together some of Lind-
say’s most charming (and dangerous) chil-
dren’s poems. Keep an eye out for spiders, 
rattlesnakes, ghosts, and owl-queens as 
you read through this book of moonlight 
and magic. And be sure to read a few of 
the poems aloud, as Lindsay himself must 
have done. Pick up your net and be ready 
to snare the moon. 



Established in 1946, the Vachel Lindsay 
Association (VLA) is a non-profit organiza-
tion whose mission is to stimulate interest 
in the life, writing, works of art, and ideals 
of the poet Nicholas Vachel Lindsay. More 
recently, our mission has been expanded 
to include assisting whenever possible in 
the preservation and maintenance of the 
Vachel Lindsay Home, which is located in 
Springfield, Illinois. From helping to spon-
sor history- and art-related events at the Va-
chel Lindsay Home to offering workshops 
for people of all ages who are interested in 
Vachel and all forms of creative endeavor, 
the VLA strives to keep Vachel’s “Gospel of 
Beauty” alive and well.

www.vachellindsay.org
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From one of the twentieth century’s most exuberant 
poets, a collection of children’s work fit for mischievous 
sprites from all parts of the garden hedge and cottage 
hearth. Olin’s illustrations beautifully capture the magic 
and mystery of Lindsay’s poems. Here, the moon is busy 
watching hyenas, scarecrows and “urchins of the sky” as 
intently as grandmothers and shepherd dogs watch chil-
dren as they sleep. 

A Net to Snare
the Moonlight

A Net to Snare the Moonlight

President’s note
 
Despite the ongoing popularity of Springfield’s 
set of historic sites, the Vachel Lindsay Home has 
been all but closed to the public since December, 
and the full-time staff position once filled by Jen-
nie Battles remains vacant. The Vachel Lindsay 
Association is working with staff members from 
the IHPA to reverse this detrimental approach 
to the preservation of Illinois historic properties, 
with the hope that the Lindsay Home can once 
again open its doors to the general public in 2015. 
We hope you will also do your part by contacting 
your state legislators in support of reopening and 
staffing the Lindsay Home.

After years of reductions to the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency’s historic sites budget, all 
of our city ’s fine sites are under threat. Spring-
field’s historic sites have only seven staff members 
attempting to operate and maintain six historic 
properties and over 20 acres of land, all the while 
serving over 600,000 guests to our city. This is un-
tenable and unsustainable, as is the severe lack of 
state funding for general maintenance and upkeep 
of all of Illinois’ historic properties. Without a 
prompt and thorough exterior paint job, the Lind-
say Home’s siding will deteriorate and cause great 
damage. Other sites throughout the state face 
similar – and sometimes more pressing - preserva-
tion issues.

The VLA is incredibly thankful to Justin Bland-
ford and other IHPA staff members for allowing 
a handful of special programs to go forward at the 
Lindsay Home this spring, just as we are incred-
ibly grateful to all of you, our membership, for 
supporting the VLA, the Lindsay Home, and the 
many educational programs we offer to our com-
munity. We hope to see you at the Home in 2015!
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A Net to Snare the Moonlight
Design of the forthcoming Vachel Lindsay 
children’s poetry collection, A Net to Snare the 
Moonlight, is underway, and page proofs are 
downright lovely. Felicia Olin’s illustrations pop 
off the page, bringing to life some of Lindsay’s 
most magical, mysterious verse. Keep an eye 
out on the VLA Facebook page for information 
on how to preorder this new book, or on how to 
purchase copies for local teachers and schools. 

A fun-filled family event will occur in mid-April 
to celebrate the book’s debut, complete with an 
Artist-in-Residence display at the Lindsay Home 
for our amazing illustrator, Olin. More details 
about publication events will come in our next 
newsletter.  

Poems from this book will also be included in 
a May 15 event at the Hoogland Center for the 
Arts. The VLA, in collaboration with the Spring-
field Youth Performance Group Foundation, will 
be presenting a one-of-a-kind performance, 
VOLTA, an innovative melding of poetry, dance 
and music that will feature local youth writers, 
dancers, and musicians. 
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Upcoming Events 
The following is a list of events scheduled at the Vachel 
Lindsay Home State Historic Site. The home is located 
at 603 S. 5th Street in Springfield, Illinois. Contact 
217.782.6776 for more information. 

FEBRUARY 22  2 P.M.  

Poets in the Parlor welcomes University of Illinois 
Champaign professor Janice Harrington to the Parlor 
to read from her latest collection of poetry. 

 
Join or renew Your MeMbership

 As the Vachel Lindsay Association continues to sup-
port the Vachel Lindsay Home State Historic Site and 

to expand its community outreach programming, we 
hope you’ll count yourself amoung our growing member-

ship. Join or renew your membership for 2015 today! 

Your support brings our community the Vachel Lindsay 
Illustration Contest, Poets in the Parlor, adult and teen 

writing courses, in addition to special programs like 
VOLTA and the publciation of Lindsay poetry books 

for young readers (with companion Lindsay educational 
programs for elementary schools in Springfield 186, 

funded in part by an Illinois Arts Council grant).   

Thanks To ever Yone who has  
alreadY renewed For 2015!

Vachel Lindsay Association
P.O. Box 9356       
Springfield, IL 62791-9356

MARCH 8   2 P.M.  

Monica Berlin and Beth Marzoni will be Poets in the Parlor, 
reading from their poetry collaboration, No Shape Bends the 
River So Long.

APRIL 18-19   TBD
Artist-in-Residence  and A Net to Snare the Moonlight book 
publication celebration, featuring illustrations by Felicia Olin. 

MAY 3    2 P.M.  

Poets in the Parlor invites Chicago poet Simone Muench to 
read from her latest collection, Wolf Centos. 

MAY 15   6 P.M.   & 8 P.M.   
Volta: an evening of poetry, music and dance, in collaboration 
with the Springfield Youth Performance Group Foundation. 

www.vachellindsay.org


